





The highway accident situation is becoming recog-
nized as one of the major problems of the day. The
great gocial and economic loss is well known. We have
passed the "and Sudden Death" phase of the campaign -
everyone has become suifficiently awakened to the dangers
of highway travel - future work must be devoted to de-
termining the causes of accidents and devising means
of eliminating these cauges.

The Iowa State Planning Board is eager to cooper-
ate in any concerted movement dedicated to reducing
highway accidents such as the program which the recent-
ly organized 8tate Safety Council is sponsoring. An
intelligent approach to the solution of the accident
problem is through the analysis of adequate accident
reports. To that end this préeliminary study of the driv-
ers involved in major accidents is presented.



A STUDY OF DRIVERS IN MAJOR ACCIDENTE

The human factor in accidents has always been great, and it long
has beecn apparent that much must be done in both education and enforce-
ment, before marked improvement may be expected in our accident record.
Educational programs have been directed at Iowa motor vehicle drivers
for some time, but the enactment of a strict Driver's License Law last
year was the first official move to reduce accidents by taking the
dangerous driver off the road.

This preliminary study of the drivers involved in major accidents ..
in Towa and their subsequent examination was undertaken by the State Plan-
ning Bosrd at the suggestion of the State Motor Vehicle Department. All
personal injury and fatal accidents, and those property damage accidents
of such serious nature as to indicate the suspension or revocation of
the driver's license, occurring in the State from September, 1935 to
April, 1936 are included. The 1,209 accidents studied represent only
twenty per cent of the accidents of ell types that occurred in Iowa dur-
ing this time. Only the drivers who were determined by the examiners to
be at fault are included in this study.

This study was made to determine the effectiveness of the Motor Ve-
hicle I[nspection Depertment in administering the revised Driver's License
Law passed by the Legislature in 1935. The inspectors were organized and
trained in the fall of 1935, end were placed in the field that winter.
The figures shown in this report are the results of their work since that
time. It may appear that the investigation of only 70 per cent of the
major accidents in the State is a rather poor record, but we must realize
that, the work was new, the examiners had to be trained, the public had to
become accustomed to the new law, and in many cases local law enforcement
officers had been lax in these metters.

The purpose and the time available for this study eliminated the con-
sideration of such pertinent data as the location of the accidents, the
condition of the vehicles, the weather condition, and the condition of the
road. Attention was centered upon the driver, his treatment at the hands
of the inspectors, and his previous accident history. However, the Plann-
ing Board does contemplate making a detailed analysis in the near future
of the causes and the circumgtances surrounding all fatal motor acc¢idents
which have occured in Iowa in the last five years.

ALl the records »f the Motor Vehicle Department were available for
this study. The need for more complete reporting of acecident data is
clearly evident. The data on the previsus accident history of these dri-
vers have not been completed, and for that reason they are not included
in this preliminary report. Because of the fragmentary records, and be-
cause many of the cases included in this study were not closed the figures
do not check in every instance. In spite of this the figures are a reli-
able indication »f the trend in motor vehicle law enforcement.



An enalysis of the statistics shows: -

That two-thirds of the drivers lived in towns or cities of more than
1,000 population. (The 1930 census figures show that less than one-half
of the State's population lives in towns and cities of more than 1,000
population.)

That 1% per cent of the driverg at fault in these major accidents
were women. (The report of all accidents for 1935 shows that only 9 per
cent of the drivers involved in accidents were women.)

That more than one-hslf of these drivers were summoned to appear for
examination. Of the number summoned more than one-gixth failed to appear.
Only five per cent of those taking the examination failed to pass.

More than two-thirds of these accidents were investigeted by the state
inspectors.

One¢ hundred sixty-six driver's licenses wore suspended for a total of
42% years; 29 licenses were suspended indefinitely; and 22 driver's licenses
were revoked., (This is not the final figure on these cases. Obviously the
Motor Vehicle Department very rarely suspends licenses prior to a court
action being completed. In instences where cases are pending and contin-
uances have been granted more licenses may be susgpended,)

Two hundred sixteen charges werc filed against drivers in these acci-
dents.



A STUDY OF DRIVERS IN MAJOR ACCIDENTS
September, 1935 - April, 1936
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Sixty-seven per cent of the drivers lived in towns or cities of more than

thousand population.

Eight hundred seventy-nine of these accidents were investigated by the State

Motor Vehicle Inspectors.
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